The last articulation to whicli I shall refer is the radio-carpal articulation, or the wrist-joint. This joint, like the elbow-joint, has no intervening articular fibro-cartilage, saving the triangular disc, between the cuneiform bone and the ulna; hence there is nothing to materially hinder the propagation of force in the same line of direction to that of the joint towards which it is tending. The carpal bones are small, well bound together by ligaments, and contain considerable hard compact tissue. The metacarpal bones also, with the phalanges, are well adapted to transmit force from their apices to the carpus, and thence to the synovial membrane of the joint. The synovial membrane is always well lubricated with synovia, is extensive, very complete in its continuity, and enjoys a high degree of sensibility to the slightest mechanical injury, or from the mildest form of inflammation that can affect that membrane. In every thing it is a joint well adapted to determine the correctness or validity of the present hypothesis. Again, between the ulna and cuneiform bone, there is a cartilaginous disc, covered with the same synovial membrane as the radial surface on one side, whilst the same disc is partially covered, and also the rounded head of the ulna, with the membrana sacciforma, on the opposite side ; but this last named synovial membrane is very imperfect in many, and, in its location between the ulna and the fibrous disc, it is rarely found lubricated with synovia, or appears to fulfil the function of facilitating motion, but rather is lodged-in this part as a point of attachment to retain it in situ, whilst the remaining part of the sac j fulfils the function of aiding motion during pronation and supination i between the radius and ulna, and is usually found slightly lubricated with synovia. These order, the tips of all the fingers, the base of the metacarpal bone of the little finger, and the pad of the thumb (for no weight naturally rests upon its tip).
But to better apprehend this description, instead of continuing to burden the memory, where abstraction is chiefly required, I will endeavour to explain it by diagrams, with the aid of geometrical precision, rather than anatomical detail, as far as the subject permits. Let a book be balanced on the tips of the fingers and pad of the thumb, and when removed let the various parts be retained in situ, as in fig. 6 . Thus adj listed, describe the circle a, a, a, a, b, c, which shall respectively pass over the tips of the fingers a, a, a, a, the base of the metacarpal bone of the little finger, 6, and the pad of the thumb, c, and whose centre, x, shall be immediately over the transverse ligament between the heads of the first and second metacarpal bones.
Let any radii of the circle a, a, a, a, b, 
